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UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

equal service and assistance to all regardless of race, age,
income level, location, ethnicity, or physical ability remains a
priority in our profession and at the University Libraries.
Despite the challenges we have all faced in getting back to
a pre-pandemic way of life, there has been much to celebrate.
You’ll read later in this report that again this year The Princeton
Review has rated us as one of the best college libraries in
the country. We hosted many virtual programs including a
lecture in April from Dr. Safiya Noble on her book Algorithms
n behalf of all of my library colleagues, I thank you
of Oppression, and this September Dr. Noble was awarded
for your interest in and support of the University of
the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship from the John D. and
Denver Libraries. Throughout the pandemic, the university
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. We have continued
has balanced the need to keep students, faculty, and staff
our University Library Association and Dance Archive
safe while also providing a robust and vibrant on-campus
programming, and hosted student events both virtually and in
experience. For the Libraries, this meant updating physical
person.
spaces and expanding virtual services. We rearranged
We continue to see stability at the university, and there
furniture within the Anderson Academic Commons to generate
were
months this fall that felt almost normal. We’re proud
more space between seats and temporarily converted several
larger spaces into classrooms to allow more social distancing. of the work we have accomplished this past year and the
support we were able to offer our students. While it has been
At the same time, we expanded virtual reference and added
a challenging period, we have realized that the University
new services that we never would have imagined prior to
Libraries can provide outstanding services to our users
COVID. We have millions of electronic resources – including
e-books, e-journals, and streaming audio and video – readily wherever they happen to be.
Please read this report to learn more about our highlights
available to our students and faculty, but we also expanded
and our commitment to student and faculty success and know
our scanning operations to provide digitized versions of our
physical books and journals and added curbside pickup and that your gifts are essential to helping us serve the university
and our extended community. Your confidence and support
outdoor lockers to make it easier to access print resources.
allow the University Libraries not only to be among the
Operating the library both virtually and in person takes
“best college libraries,” but to fulfill the evolving needs and
immense planning and coordination to ensure that services
including instruction, research consultations, reference services, demands of our students, faculty, and staff.
special collections consultations, and interlibrary loan are
covered. During the last year, the library has been staffed by
our dedicated librarians and staff and open to all students,
faculty, and staff. While some activities and interactions were
able to take place in person, we have ensured that they could Michael Levine-Clark
Dean, University Libraries
also be provided remotely.
Michael.Levine-Clark@du.edu
This year we have continued our work on equity and
inclusion and are more committed than ever to ensure that all 303-871-2007
community members have the resources they need. Providing

Message from the Dean

O
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Building our Native American, First Nations, and
Indigenous Graphic Novels Collection with the Will
Eisner Graphic Novel Growth Grant

T

his past spring, the University Libraries were awarded one of two 2021 Will Eisner Graphic Novel Growth Grants
for Libraries, which are funded by the Will and Ann Eisner Family Foundation and selected by the American Library
Association Graphic Novels and Comics Round Table. Social Sciences Librarian Jenny Bowers, Arts and Humanities
Librarian Peggy Keeran, Curator of Special Collections and Archives Kate Crowe, Associate Dean Jack Maness, and
Collections and Content Management Librarian Shannon Tharp put together the grant to develop our collection of
Indigenous-created graphic novels.
Often referred to as the “Father of the Graphic Novel,” Will Eisner was instrumental in the development of the genre
with the publication of his 1978 graphic novel, A Contract with God and Other Tenement Stories, as well as for teaching
with comics and graphic novels during his career at the School of Visual Arts. Our project, “Building Past to Present:
Developing a Native American, First Nations, and Indigenous Graphic Novels Collection,” seeks to expand our nascent
collection of Indigenous-created graphic novels, building upon the initial collection work of Interim Digital Collections
Librarian Denisse Solis, Kate Crowe, Shannon Tharp, and Jenny Bowers, in partnership with Lee Francis of Red Planet
Books and Comics and Anthropology graduate student Melissa Kocelko. This work is part of a larger effort by the Libraries
to address our institution’s legacy of the Sand Creek Massacre and to diversify our collections with a specific focus on
Native American authors.
The $4000 grant will enable the Libraries to purchase graphic novels by Indigenous authors and artists and hold
a graphic-novel themed special event. As part of the grant, we will also receive the Will Eisner Library, a graphic novel
and biographical collection of 75 titles, as well as a selection of the winning titles from this year’s Will Eisner Awards at
Comic-Con International, comprising approximately 100 books. Some of these titles were showcased in a recent exhibit
in the Anderson Academic Commons, “It’s the most revolutionary text there is:” Will Eisner Graphic Novels Grant and the
“Native American, First Nations, and Indigenous Graphic Novels Collection.”
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Acquisition of
Rabbi Manuel
Laderman Records
Rabbi Manuel Laderman being greeted at Union Station in Denver

I

Dr. Jeanne Abrams, Beck Curator

n early 2020, just as the Covid pandemic began to make its unwelcome presence felt in the United States, the Beck
Archives, part of the Libraries’ Special Collections, was fortunate to acquire the papers of the late Rabbi Manuel Laderman,
one of the leading members of the clergy in Denver during the 20th century. Rabbi Laderman moved to Denver in 1932
to become the first spiritual leader at the newly formed Hebrew Educational Alliance, which originally stemmed from a
movement in the 1920s to build an educational center for youth in the West Colfax area of Denver, then a largely Jewish
immigrant community. Born in New York City in 1909, Laderman began his career at the HEA as a young man of 23 and
matured and developed his extraordinary talents along with the congregation. He married Bessie Mallin in Kansas City,
August 6, 1933, and the couple became the parents of two children.
Rabbi Laderman was typical of a new generation of American-born and educated modern Orthodox rabbis who served
mostly Eastern European immigrants and their families, and who wished to maintain Jewish
tradition but also play an active role in the wider civic and cultural secular community. Laderman
received his rabbinical ordination in the early 1930s from the Hebrew Theological College, and
then earned a Ph.D. in Theology. He served as a professor of Religious Studies at the Denver
campus of the University of Colorado and the University of Denver for many years.
Laderman died in Denver on November 27, 1989, after serving the Hebrew Educational
Alliance for 57 years, the last decade as rabbi emeritus. He was not only beloved by his
congregants but was highly respected in the wider community. The Denver General Hospital (now
Denver Health) dedicated its Regional Trauma Center to his memory on April 12, 1994, and for
many years Laderman’s name was prominently displayed on the outer wall of the hospital, clearly
Rabbi Manuel Laderman, visible from Speer Boulevard. A bas relief of Rabbi Laderman was dedicated on February 21, in
photo courtesy of the
the lobby of Denver Health.
Beck Archives
Laderman spent over half a century as a rabbi and was widely recognized as one of the
top-ranking Denver clergymen from all faiths. He spent his life working for civil rights and improving relations between Jews
and Christians. He helped the Denver Allied Jewish Community organization to enlist the widest possible support through
the United Jewish Appeal in order to help bring much needed economic and medical relief to Jews in Europe after World
War II. He also served with great distinction as chairman of the Denver Board of Health and Hospitals, president of the Adult
Education Council of Denver, and as a Board member of the Denver Symphony Society, the Allied Jewish Federation, the
American Red Cross, and the American Medical Center.
The Laderman Papers in the Beck Archives serve as a significant source of information for researchers who wish to study
the evolution of America’s Jewish community, as well as the subjects of immigration, acculturation, religion, and culture.
Although the collection is not yet fully processed, the Beck Archives welcome DU faculty and students who would like to view
some of the fascinating materials in the collection, which include correspondence, photographs, printed sermons, lectures,
notes, and speeches, news clippings, writings ,and memorabilia. To make arrangements, please contact Dr. Jeanne Abrams,
Beck Curator, at jeanne.abrams@du.edu.
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Brooks, Marshall,--1907-1985, “Vera Sears Dances

One Day for DU

T

he University Libraries participated again this year in One
Day for DU, the university’s annual day of giving. The
Dance Archive’ Teach with Dance project raised $3,000
from nearly twenty donors to create curriculum guides for
K-12 classes that will align to Colorado state standards using
materials from The Dance Archive collection. Two teachers
at Doral Academy of Colorado will partner with The Dance
Archive to teach middle school students Dance through the
ages using our Legends of Dance oral histories as well as a
Holocaust unit using the papers of Vera and Edwin Sears,
which include historical documents related to the plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler and documents from the Nuremberg
trials after World War II. Edwin Sears was a professor at
the DU school of law, and Vera Sears taught at the Lamont
School of Music.
For two years the University Library Association (ULA)
project, DocUment DU, raised funds to make new and
existing collections of papers, photographs, films, artifacts,
and other permanently valuable treasures more accessible
online. In 2021, the project completed its $20,000 goal
and raised over $10,000 from nearly forty people. These
collections allow the university and wider community of
researchers and scholars to dig deeply into the ways our
institution has impacted the communities we seek to serve.
They are already used by Special Collections and Archives to
teach 30-60 classes per year and we anticipate even greater
use once they are digitized.

In 2019, the University Libraries participated in One Day
for DU for the first time, raising funds to digitize more issues
of the Clarion, the student newspaper. Professor Robert
Gilmor brings first-year writing students to Special Collections
and Archives to encourage them to connect to the university
and the DU Community (past and present) and observes
that, “Even with the disruption of the pandemic, digital
access to the Clarion allowed my students to still draw those
connections and to find their own unique place in the history
of the university and its community.”
To create more opportunities for students to have that
experience, Special Collections and Archives are using the
funds raised from the ULA DocUment DU project to digitize
important pieces from our DU history and memorabilia
collection, including the Western Graphic, Colorado
Women’s College newspapers and yearbooks, and historical
bulletins. Digitization of materials requires the use of high
tech scanners located in the Anderson Academic Commons
and the expertise of highly skilled faculty and staff who know
how to handle these fragile materials.

Athletic team uniforms and other DU memorabilia
from the archives
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Cookbooks from the Cookery and Foodways Collection at the University of Denver

Cultivating a Taste for Cultural Exploration
Through Cooking and Cookbooks, an Archivist
Makes Connections
By Katherine Crowe, Curator of Special Collections and Archives

S

I draw on these experiences when teaching classes that
ome of my first memories are of cooking and baking
use DU’s Cookery and Foodways Collection. These books,
(or, really, of making a mess) in the kitchen with my
magazines, and papers document so many personal and
mother, Nancy. Like most 1980s working moms, she didn’t
cultural experiences—some very like my
have a lot of time for either, so the time
own and others very different. Many of
I spent with her in the kitchen felt really
The Cookery and
the materials are annotated by cooks and
special. I learned from her how to look for
Foodways collection in
bakers engaged in the same process of
recipes that “worked” and change them
Special Collections and
personalizing and customizing recipes,
to make them my own, though neither of
Archives contains volumes
just trying to get to the most delicious
us ever approached the “you just know”
on cooking from around
outcome—and in the process, spending time
methods of my grandmother and greatthe world, with a strong
with loved ones.
grandmother.
emphasis on American
regional cookbooks.
One through line that I see in DU’s
When my mother passed away in
Cookery and Foodways Collection is the
2005, I inherited shelves of cookbooks,
connection between food and national,
each with marginalia detailing her (or her
cultural, racial, and ethnic identities, not
mother’s, or her friends’) small changes to
to mention the links to systems of oppression that have
recipes—adding more garlic, changing the cooking times,
persisted throughout U.S. history. DU Professor Carol
swapping out ingredients for ones she liked better.
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I grew up—which our family still owns and currently leases
to local farmers to grow a rotation of food crops—to the
displacement and genocide of Native Americans or to the
complexities of agribusiness and food production in 21st
century America. Our “family farm” became so much more
than mere acreage devoted to crops. In my mind, it became
a microcosm of so many different systems. This is the lens
I try to bring to teaching about cooking and food when I
work with classes.
Before she passed away, my mother created a custom,
hand-lettered cookbook that included many of the recipes
I’d grown up with. The dishes in it feel almost aggressively
Midwestern— probably the cultural identity that resonates
with me the most. The cookbook includes macaroni and
Helstosky’s Advanced Seminar on Food and Culture uses
cheese, brownies, carrot cake, peach pudding, apple pie,
some of these themes to focus student work. Students are
beef brisket, beef stew, corn bread, Jell-O, and seven-layer
guided to materials that foreground food in the context
dip, aka the Midwestern U.S. version of “Tex-Mex,” so
of gender identity, a particular era and place (e.g., midpopular in mid-20th century white,
century U.S.), cultural/national
middle-class U.S. cooking. I’ve added
identity, war and conflict, and even
a recipe from my dad’s side of the
specific/special diets—all as ways
family for Irish soda bread, one of
of understanding how food and
the few food-related remnants of his
cooking can serve as evidence of
Boston-Irish family.
culture, society, and individual and
Some recipes I still make (apple
community identity.
pie, every Christmas); some I haven’t
My own experiences and my
made in years and probably won’t
family’s history inform how I think
without alterations or medications
about and teach with the collection.
or both. (The seven-layer dip and
Both sides of my family immigrated to
macaroni and cheese are both
the United States between the early
packed with dairy, which I can’t
1800s and the beginning of the 20th
eat anymore.) I look forward to
century. They came from Germany,
continuing to update these recipes
France, Scotland, and Ireland, settling
and to carry on my mother’s tradition
in Boston, Kentucky, Illinois, and Ohio.
of cooking as a way of spending
I spent a lot of my early life in Kansas
time with people, both to cook them
on a family farm that my maternal
delicious food and to learn how to
great-grandmother and grandfather
prepare food they enjoy.
purchased in 1908. That land was
Long after those early days in the
allocated for sale to European settlers
A rare cookbook from the Cookery
kitchen with my mother, I still enjoy
after being stolen from the Kaw, Kickapoo, and Foodways Collection at the
cooking. The photo accompanying this
Osage, Sioux, and Pawnee nations. Like
University of Denver
article, which shows me savoring the
many white people raised in the U.S.,
contents of a sizable mixing bowl, is also
much of my nationally or ethnically specific family identity
the photo on the cover of the cookbook my mother made for
and culture was subsumed into the “melting pot” of 19th
me. It captures my lifelong approach to the culinary arts—
and 20th century U.S. culture, and I did not grow up being
with a love of food and community and not worried about
asked to reckon with and think about how to disrupt some
making a mess.
of the harmful systems I still benefit from. It wasn’t until I
ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | 7
was in my thirties that I began to connect the land where

T

University of
Denver Libraries
Recognized in
2022 Rankings
From The
Princeton Review

he University of Denver is recognized by The Princeton Review as one of the best universities in the country in its annual
Best 387 Colleges list. This is the 30th edition of the rankings, and results are based on surveys completed by more
than 140,000 students from across the country. The surveys are conducted independently by The Princeton Review.
The University of Denver received an 83 rating for “Academics.” This category takes into consideration the percentage
of students graduating in four years, class sizes, student-faculty ratio and students’ assessments of their professors. This is
an area where the university traditionally excels.
The Princeton Review normally includes several rankings that highlight different ways in which schools stand out.
Because of COVID-19 limitations to on-campus offerings, The Princeton Review created “Great Lists” that recognize those
schools that have frequently appeared on these lists in the past. The University of Denver made the list of top 24 schools
for having a “Great College Library” and the top 26 list for “Great College City.” Selection for the lists was based on
historical appearances on the list, the numerical rank when included in previous lists, and the overall consistency of
positive feedback from students.

Electronic Resources

O

ver the past few decades, as scholarly publishing has shifted from print
to digital, the University Llibraries have developed a significant electronic
resources (e-resources) collection. E-resources include databases, e-books,
e-journals, digitized primary sources, streaming video, and other publication
types. While all academic libraries have invested in e-resources, the University
of Denver made an earlier and deeper commitment to these new resources
than most libraries. That early commitment paid off when the COVID pandemic
made access to print collections more difficult, and allowed for a seamless
transition to a remote work and research environment where access to our
e-resources continued without interruption.
E-resources can be used on campus or off, from a computer in a dorm room,
an iPhone in an airport, or a laptop in a café in another state. Students or
faculty can sign in once and access this rich collection of resources easily from
wherever they happen to be. The process should be so easy that they should
not have to think about how it happens. But in order to make discovery of and
access to these millions of resources happen, we invest millions annually in
licensing e-resources from a variety of vendors and publishers, and staff in the
libraries use tools and systems to make that seamless access possible.
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E-resources by the Numbers
Number of e-books = 3,503,369
Number of e-journals = 210,693
Number of sessions = 345,239
In a typical year the University
libraries spends $5,000,000 on
e-resources, of which $750,000
is spent on e-books, $2,000,000
on e-journals, and $120,000 on
streaming video.

Helping people
reconnect with their
ancestors through the
JCRS Collection
by Billie Stanton Anleu

M

artin Cowan, 86, grew curious about his grandfather
Jacob Cohen. His daughter Alison, a former New
York Times reporter, contacted Dr. Jeanne Abrams for
help. The family had records showing that Jacob Cohen
had spent two stints in the Denver sanitorium of the Jewish
Consumptives’ Relief Society (JCRS) and they later learned he had been in and out of the JCRS at least 17 times.
To track down the details, Dr. Abrams, Curator of the Beck Archives and her colleague, Thyria Wilson, Beck Reference
Archivist turned to the Ira M. and Peyrle Hayutin Beck Memorial Archives, a collection that is part of Special Collections and
Archives in the DU libraries, and contains more than 1 million documents and other records that document Rocky Mountain
Jewish history, including those from the JCRS and National Jewish Health. Martin and Alison Cowan credit Abrams and
other DU staff members for unearthing key parts of their family history. “Dr. Abrams is a gem,” Alison says. “She had the
wisdom to preserve these records. My father had no hope of finding anything.”
Jacob Cohen and Rosa Indig had immigrated to New York from Russia, in 1904. They moved to Denver with infant son
Joseph to get medical help for Jacob’s tuberculosis. The JCRS provided world-class treatment to indigents at no charge.
“It was the Jewish community that first came to the aid of these patients,” Abrams notes. “By 1925, probably 60% of
Denver’s population had come here because of TB,” including the patients’ family members.
Joseph graduated from the University of Denver in 1929 after studying engineering. Following graduation he moved to
New York, staying with his Aunt Hannah Wiesenholz. He changed his surname to Cowan and began a long career with the
Consolidated Edison power company.
Jacob, meanwhile, had been readmitted to the JCRS for what would be his longest stay, 708 days. A scribbled note told
the staff not to advise his son or sister Hannah about his deteriorating condition. Clearly, he didn’t want Joseph to race back
to Denver to care for him or Rose, and thus forsake the opportunity he had worked so hard to get. Jacob was back in the
JCRS when he died Aug. 4, 1939, at age 56.
Martin Cowan has made a generous donation to the archives and the family has pledged to do more, and this gift will
help DU continue to expand the work of the archives.

Library Usage Statistics
during a Pandemic

For the 2020-2021 academic year, librarians continued to
provide virtual support to DU’s students, faculty, and staff.
• The Research Center staff answered 3,249 reference
questions, 57% through email and 40% through chat.
• Librarians conducted 886 virtual research
consultations through Zoom, helping researchers find
the resources they needed for their class assignments,
dissertations, theses, and capstones.
• Librarians taught more than 240 workshops through
the course of the academic year and created dozens
of video tutorials to help support students’ learning.
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University Library Association

T

he University Library Association (ULA) is a dedicated
group of volunteers and friends that support the
University Libraries. Established in 1956 as the Women’s
Library Association by Marion Gottesfeld, the now
University Library Association is celebrating 65 years, and
has blossomed into an organization that offers educational,
social, and volunteer opportunities to its membership
comprised of DU alumni, friends, parents, and neighbors.
The ULA provides financial support for the Libraries through
faculty grants from their endowment, annual project-based
fundraisers, and the proceeds from the Book Stack.
The Book Stack is a used bookstore and has been

A Mountainous Backlog

By Liam Harty, Library Collections Procurement and Processing
Manager and Shannon Tharp, Collections & Content
Management Librarian

T

here are five library workers in Library Collections
Procurement & Processing (LCPP) who order, receive,
process, and repair materials that are part of the Libraries’
collections. Throughout the 2020-2021 fiscal year, LCPP
received approximately 3,700 items and processed
approximately 6,100. Prior to the pandemic, the Libraries’
collection building strategy included automating the ordering
and shipping of thousands of books by major publishers
whose titles are added to the Libraries’ collection in a given
fiscal year. When it was unclear how long restrictions were
going to last, LCPP continued to focus on ordering materials,
a task that could easily be done remotely, and the Libraries’
automated purchasing plans continued to run. By June
2020, we were faced with a significant backlog of materials
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called the “best kept secret” on the University of Denver
campus. Housed in Mary Reed, the volunteer-run Book
Stack provides over 35,000 new, used, and rare books
on a variety of topics, including history, psychology, travel,
foreign language, crafts, fiction, and many more.
In recent years, the ULA has expanded to include
a virtual Book Stack, hosted on Amazon. The Amazon
storefront has raised $19,600 since the start of the
pandemic that has kept the doors of the physical store
closed. We look forward to welcoming customers,
volunteers, and book donors back as soon as we are able.

that had continued to arrive as illustrated in the picture,
taken by Liam Harty, Library Collections Procurement &
Processing Manager.

Managing Faculty
Publications with Digital
Commons and Esploro

W

THE DANCE ARCHIVE

F

ounded in 1972, The
Dance Archive is an
important part of the
University Libraries. With a
mission to advance education
and engagement with
resources across all genres of dance and movement, the
Dance Archive,which preserves and makes accessible
photographs, films, costumes, and other rare materials that
document the region’s rich dance history is an integral part
of Special Collections and Archives.
The annual Legends of Dance celebration honored
Chung-Fu Chang, Peter Davison, Dawn Fay, William
“Duke” Hartman, Donna Mejia, and Ann J. Sanders in a
virtual celebration in October 2021.
The Dance Archive has added eight new collections –
consisting of photos, oral histories, and scrapbooks – to its
digital repository during this past fiscal year.

hile academic libraries have always managed collections of
scholarly materials, in recent years there has been a greater
emphasis on managing the scholarly outputs of the institution –
the papers and publications written by the faculty. The University
of Denver Libraries use two systems to ensure that our faculty
publications are accurately described and readily accessible.
Managed by the University Libraries, Digital Commons is
a repository of the university’s research and scholarly output.
Lately, Digital Commons has seen an influx of new materials and
collections, as well as the highest monthly download counts of
all time. In April 2021, we had 60,278 downloads, beating our
previous record of 36,660 in May 2020. We also began using
the new Digital Commons harvesting tool to create metadata
records for faculty works. The most downloaded paper in Digital
Commons, “Distance Education and the Evolution of Online
Learning in the United States” by Hope Kentnor, Sturm College of
Law, has 48,398 downloads since November 2015.
As of June 2021, Digital Commons has:
• 12,065 total resources in 141 collections
• 1,433,670 total downloads by people at 33,210
institutions in 229 countries

Downloads of DU publications, Digital Commons

In April, the University Libraries and the Office of
the Provost virtually hosted Dr. Safiya Noble, Author
of Algorithms of Opression: How Search Engines
Reinforce Racism, for a lecture and Q/A session.

DU also uses Esploro, a cloud-based research information hub
that creates a unified system of records of research outputs
(mostly publications), or assets. Librarians can manage these
assets, apply metadata with ease, and collaborate with research
offices and scholars. Researchers can easily track publications
and Esploro can be leveraged to measure research impact.
Esploro now contains:
• 11,141 records
• 3,385 DU affiliated researchers
• 14,257 unaffiliated researchers (co-authors and advisors)
Esploro records will eventually need to be reconciled with works
in Digital Commons in order to create a cohesive user experience
and a comprehensive record of faculty works.
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MISSION
The University of Denver
Libraries connect students,
faculty, staff, and the broader
University community to
knowledge in all forms.
Reflecting the University’s
Images from Bobbie Louis Hawkins Papers and the University Libraries’
collection of Telephone, edited by Maureen Owen

Women in Contemporary Poetics:
Maureen Owen and
Bobbie Louise Hawkins

S

ince the early 2000s, the University Libraries have built an extensive
collection of fine press and artists’ books which includes everything from
limited edition fine press books from Kelmscott and Dove’s Press to 21st century
book arts. The DU Libraries have worked with Steve Clay and Mary Catherine
Kinniburgh of Granary Books to acquire a vast collection of 1960s-1990s
poetry broadsides and a large collection of “little magazines” of small press
poetry from the same era. Based on both the interest we’ve shown and given
DU’s creative writing program’s extensive and impressive history in poetics,
we’ve also started to work with Granary Books to seek out the papers of women
in contemporary poetry with connections to Colorado and the West.
Our first two collections, from Maureen Owen (b.1943) and Bobbie Louise
Hawkins (b. 1930–d. 2018), highlight the complexities of being a woman in the
poetry world and the wild nature of making art. Bobbie Louise Hawkins, who
taught at Naropa University for decades and worked in poetry, mixed media,
and performance, is sometimes written about as a footnote to her ex-husband,
the poet Robert Creeley. Her extensive papers, which contain photographs,
original artworks, and close to 100 journals and notebooks, provide a needed
counterpoint to this narrative. Maureen Owen, who lives and works in Denver,
was a major figure in the New York poetry scene and is known primarily for her
creation and editorship of Telephone magazine, which Owen named as such
because she wanted it to be "...as big and as inclusive as Ma Bell’s telephone
directory.” Both Hawkins's and Owen’s papers have been used extensively in
creative writing courses to showcase the range and impact of both women’s
careers and gain insight into their creative processes.
We plan to continue to collect in this area, as well as create exhibitions,
provide additional instructional opportunities, and develop community
partnerships with interested researchers and organizations.

mission, we support teaching,
research, scholarship, and
creative endeavors by providing
diverse resources and services
for all stages of the information
lifecycle. By so doing, we
preserve our varied cultural
heritage, facilitate lifelong
learning, and inspire our
students and faculty to question,
contemplate, and engage.

University Libraries
Text UL to 41444 to donate
2150 East Evans Avenue
Denver, CO 80208
www.library.du.edu
303.871.3958

